
WHARTON CENTER INSTITUTE FOR ARTS & CREATIVITY & 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE 

 
2020-2021 YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS FESTIVAL 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

What is Young Playwrights Festival? 

Michigan high school students write and submit original theatrical monologues to a juried 
competition. Twelve finalist scripts will be selected to be produced and performed at 
Wharton Center by MSU Theatre Department students preceded by a mentoring process. 
The final product will be filmed and edited for viewing on Wharton Center’s website.  

 
What are the awards? 

All 12 finalists will receive certificates of participation and a $200 award. 
 
How can students learn to write a theatrical monologue?  
 

Included in this packet are tips for writing a theatrical monologue.  
 
What is the professional theatre mentoring aspect of YPF? 
 

Mentors are directors or playwrights from Michigan and around the Midwest who are 
currently working in the professional theatre and have had experience working with 
young people. Once the twelve finalists are selected, they will be assigned a mentor. For 
the next 4-5 weeks, playwrights and their mentors will work to make revisions in the 
script. Communication will be by email, phone, or both. Once the revisions are 
completed, the revised monologues will be sent to MSU Dept. of Theatre in preparation 
for rehearsals. Playwrights are required to revise their monologues during this process.  
Refusal to work with the mentor and receive constructive feedback on your monologue 
could result in withdrawal of the play from the Festival. 

 Mentors for 2020-21 have not yet been determined.  
 
What is the schedule of events for the Festival? 
  

January 27, 2021: Deadline to submit scripts (electronic date stamped) 
 

  January 2021: Twelve finalists selected 
 
February 25, 2021: Twelve monologues are selected to be produced on stage, and 
playwrights are assigned a professional theatre mentor 
 



April 2021: MSU Department of Theatre directors and actors begin rehearsing the 
monologues.  
 
April 2021/ Early May: Monologues are filmed in the Pasant Theatre. Writers to be invited 
to watch their monologues filmed pending approval by Michigan State University COVID-
19 policy on public gatherings. There will be no audience at this event, only the actor, 
crew, staff, and writer if they wish.  
    

More information can be found at www.whartoncenter.com/ypf.  
• Scripts may be submitted to Cara Davison instituteintern@whartoncenter.com  
• For questions: Bert Goldstein goldst72@whartoncenter.com  

 
 

SCRIPT SUBMISSION RULES 
 

Eligibility:  Each participant must: 
• Be a Michigan high school student in grades 9 – 12. 
• Be sponsored by a teacher willing to serve as the liaison between 

Wharton Center, the school, and the student applicant. 
• Submit an application form with monologue.  
• If you are selected among the twelve finalists:   

• You must be willing and available to work with a professional 
theatre mentor for 4-5 weeks prior to rehearsal. 

Guidelines:  All plays must: 
• Be original works. 
• Have no more than 1 character. 
• Require only simple props, costumes, settings, and effects. 
• Have a maximum length of 2 pages. 

 
Format: Scripts must be submitted as a Word document with pages numbered. 

Please include a “cover” page that includes title of monologue, setting, 
plot, and brief character description. Do not include student names on 
scripts as they are sent to judges anonymously). 

 
  

 
Email scripts to: Cara Davison instituteintern@whartoncenter.com  

 
All entries must be submitted electronically by Wednesday, January 27, 2021.  

Failure to meet any of the rules or guidelines will be grounds for disqualification from the 
Festival.  Judges’ decisions are final.  Awards are not transferable. 
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Guiding Thoughts on Writing a Theatrical Monologue for the 2021 Young Playwright’s 
Festival 
 
Due to the restrictions of COVID-19 we are taking a different approach to the Young 
Playwright’s Festival this year. Instead of plays, we are asking students to write and submit a 
1-2-page theatrical monologue. We will select 12 of these, and they will be rehearsed and 
performed by students in the MSU Department of Theatre. Since we can’t gather for live 
performances, these will be filmed, edited, and broadcast on Wharton Center’s social media 
platforms for audiences to watch.  
 
A theatrical monologue is different than writing a play but can be an exciting theatrical 
device. Your draft to us does not have to be perfect. If your monologue is selected, you will 
be mentored by a theatre professional who will assist you in revising your writing. Here are 
some suggestions and strategies for writing a theatrical monologue: 

 A theatrical monologue is largely a short, self-contained play featuring one 
character. 

 One decision you will have to make is whether the character is talking to 
another character who is presumably on stage with them OR a soliloquy where 
the character is addressing the audience directly OR talking to themselves 
(much like a Shakespeare soliloquy). Either style is fine with us. 

 Once you have made that decision create a story around the monologue that 
should answer several questions like: 

1) Who is the character? (age, gender, social status, personality type, 
ethnicity) 

2) What is the character’s emotional state, and how does that change 
during the course of the monologue? 

3) What is the conflict? What is their current 
situation/problem/dilemma/crisis? This is one of the most important 
aspects to tackle.  

4) What do they want – what are they trying to “get”, what problem are 
they trying to resolve? 

5) The monologue should tell a complete story meaning it should have a 
beginning, middle, and an end. It should fully inform the audience as 
to what the conflict is and how the character is wrestling with it.  

6) While not required, try to incorporate some dramatic action into your 
writing (the character is writing a letter, eating, living on the streets, 
in a car, in a public place) anything that might provide some action. 
However, it is okay to have the character sit still and talk to us. The 
point is, don’t be afraid to include dramatic action if it helps you 
create a better piece. Even someone sitting in a chair talking to the 
audience can be doing something.  

7) A lot of monologues will end with the character making a big decision 
as to how to resolve the conflict or what their next step might be to 
resolve the conflict. We encourage you to do that.  



8) We have included two monologues from plays. One is from Fences by 
August Wilson, where the character of Rose is talking to another 
character on stage, and the other is from a play called the House of 
Blue Leaves, where Ronnie is talking to the audience. These are good 
examples. You can also look at other plays for monologues – there are 
thousands.  

9) After you have written your monologue, read it out loud or, better 
yet, have someone else read it so you can listen to it and hear how it 
sounds. You might want to make changes after you have heard it.  

SUBMISSION CHECKLIST 
 

__ ELECTRONIC APPLICATION FILLED OUT https://forms.gle/73Pn4uPyz1yVa6me8 
 

__ SCRIPT MUST BE TYPED AND SUBMITTED AS A MICROSOFT WORD DOCUMENT 
  

__ PAGES NUMBERED 
 

__ ONE (1) COPY OF ELECTRONIC SCRIPT 
 
__ ONE COPY OF SCRIPT INCLUDING COVER PAGE  
    (DO NOT INCLUDE NAME ON SCRIPT. SCRIPTS ARE ANONYMOUS TO JUDGES) 
 

 
 
EMAIL COMPLETED SCRIPT TO: instituteintern@whartoncenter.com    
        

 
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED/RECEIVED VIA EMAIL BY 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021 
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